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Changing Your Will

The BES does not offer legal advice or recommend law firms. We advise that anyone considering leaving a gift in their Will to us or changing an existing Will should always seek the advice of a qualified legal professional. 
A list of qualified legal professionals can be found using the Law Society of England and Wales’ free Find a Solicitor Guide which can be found at http://solicitors.lawsociety.org.uk/ A similar service is offered for people resident in Scotland by the Law Society of Scotland at http://www.lawscot.org.uk/find-a-solicitor/ . If you are resident in Northern Ireland you can take advantage of the service offered by the Law Society of Northern Ireland at https://www.lawsoc-ni.org/solicitors.
In compliance with the Code of Fundraising Practice 18.3.3(a) 2017 BES staff, volunteers or trustees will not be involved in  any way in the preparation, drafting or witnessing of any Will or codicil to a Will that is in favour of our charity . 
If you wish to express a wish in your Will or codicil to a Will that BES should designate your legacy to one of our three funding programmes please indicate this within your Will or any codicil to a Will. The three funding pots are: 
Ecology – The Next Generation provides funding to support our initiatives designed to attract the best talent into ecology and increase the diversity of people studying and working in ecology
Ecology in Africa provides additional funding for our work with local partners in Africa including our successful Ecologists in Africa grant programme.
Bridging the Gap supporting PhD students and early career ecologists in the difficult period when funding has ended and they are looking to secure their first position in the profession.

By expressing such a non-binding wish in your Will you acknowledge that the British Ecological Society, while making every effort to allocate your gift as requested, reserves an overriding discretion to allocate your gift to other crucial work of the Society and so it represents a gift to the Society for its general purposes and its mission to generate, communicate and promote ecological knowledge and solutions, subject to your expression of wishes. 

In compliance with the Code of Fundraising Practice 18.3.3(a) 2017 BES staff, volunteers or trustees will never be involved in  any way in the preparation, drafting or witnessing of any Will or codicil to any Will that is in favour of our charity. 
Codicil Form

I 






  (Name)

Of 






  (Address)

DECLARE this to be a …………..(first/second as appropriate) Codicil to my last Will, dated the……..……………day of ……………….19……./20……..(“my Will”).

MY WILL shall be construed and take effect as if it contained the following clause:

 I give (free of Inheritance tax) to:
The British Ecological Society, Charles Darwin House, 12 Roger Street, London WC1N 2JU Charity Registration Number: 281213
[EITHER]
The sum of……[amount in words]…………………………...pounds (£[amount in figures)

OR

My ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. (identify item e.g. house, car or other such item)for the general purposes of the Charity but with a wish requested that my gift will be used by the Society for the purposes of its funding programme known as [Ecology – The Next Generation][Ecology in Africa][Bridging the Gap] (delete as appropriate).

for the general purposes of the Charity  but with a wish requested that my gift will be used by the Society for the purposes of its funding programme known as [Ecology – The Next Generation][Ecology in Africa][Bridging the Gap](delete as appropriate)     .

The receipt of the secretary or other officer for the time being of the said charity shall be sufficient discharge to my Executors.

IN ALL other respects I confirm my Will………………………………………………

(and Codicil dated) (date of Codicil)

IN WITNESS whereof I have hereunto set my hand on this ………………………day of………………………….20………….

SIGNED by the said…………………………………………
(Name)

…………………………………………………………………
(Signature of testator)

…………………………………………………………………

As and for a ………………(first/second etc) Codicil to his/her Will in our presence

And by us jointly attested and subscribed in his/her presence.

FIRST WITNESS  
Name:………………………………………………………………………

Signature of Witness ……………………………………………………

Address…………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….
Occupation……………………………………….. 
SECOND WITNESS  
Name:………………………………………………………………………

Signature of Witness ……………………………………………………

Address…………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………….

Occupation……………………………………….. 
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